
We serve as a Lighthouse of God to guide people 
to salvation in Jesus Christ.  Worship, love, 

encouragement, and biblical teaching are the 
foundation by which we prepare people to face 

the storms of life. 
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Superimposed love 
 

Maybe you’ve heard how salvation is like a total solar eclipse: God doesn’t see our 
sins because Jesus’ holiness covers them completely. Or maybe you’ve heard 
how trials can cause an “eclipse of faith.” 

At WorldChallenge.org, Pastor Gary Wilkerson explains that in Greek, eclipse 
means “I am absent” or “I cease to exist,” because people once thought the gods 
temporarily extinguished the sun. “For Christians, a ‘spiritual eclipse’ is a dark hour 
when God seems to be absent from our lives,” Wilkerson writes. 

Wilkerson points to Peter being sifted like wheat, Elijah and Jeremiah facing  
extreme discouragement, and David collapsing morally. Amid Satan’s attacks, 
“God seems completely absent,” writes the pastor. “In that dark moment of eclipse, 
the devil has created such chaos we can’t possibly see a way out.” During times of 
testing, Christians must cry out to God and trust his faithfulness. 

Completing the eclipse analogy, Wilkerson shares Titus 3:4, the “love of God our 
Savior appeared” (NIV). The Greek meaning of appeared here is superimposed, 
he writes. God looks on our fraught-filled times of eclipse and “superimposes his 
divine love over us.” 

(continued on page 5) 
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Date Service Theme/Message 

May 5 8:00 am & 
10:30 am 

“I Will” 
Message:  “I Will Raise Him up” – John 6:41-59 
Pastor George Jensen speaking 

May 12 8:00 am & 
10:30 am 

Mothers’ Day / Ascension Sunday / “I Will” 
Message:  “I Will Be With You a Little Longer” - John 7:32-
52 
Pastor George Jensen speaking 

May 19 8:00 am & 
10:30 am 

Pentecost Sunday / “I Will” 
Message:  “I Will Ask the Father; I Will Come to You” - 
John 14:15-30 
Pastor George Jensen speaking 

May 26 8:00 am & 
10:30 am 

Service of Remembrance 
Meditation:  “The Lord Upholds” – Psalm 145:14-19 
Pastor George Jensen speaking 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 

SUNDAYS – 9:15 AM 

Sunday 
Worship 
Services 

Activities 
WHAT? WHO? WHERE? 

Adult Bible Study “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” - Led by 
Pastor Craig Debinski 

Chapel and 
Facebook Live  

412 Youth Youth - Grades 7-12 Room #3 

Kids’ Klub 
A children’s ministry with separate groups for 
PreK & Early Elementary (age 3-Gr. 2) and 
Older Elementary (Gr. 3-6) 

Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM                  (No Meetings on MAY 29) 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING PROGRAMS 
WILL BREAK FOR THE SUMMER 

May 22 will be the last date that Adult Bible Study, 
412 Youth Meetings and Kids’ Klub will meet until  
September.  Watch for news in the August edition of  The 
Sonshine News to find out when our Wednesday Evening  
discipleship ministries will resume. 

Families of Graduates:  We need your help!  A 

Graduate Recognition will be held on Sunday, June 9 

for our students graduating from high school,  

vocational/technical school, or college. We do not 

want to miss anyone, so please fill out the form on 

the table in the living room, and return it by May 5 

to Amy Kreiger’s mailbox. Thanks! 

MAY 2 
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Living discipleship 
 
Christian theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was hanged by the 

Nazis in April 1945, taught that Christianity and discipleship are  

intertwined. “Discipleship means adherence to Christ,” he wrote 

in The Cost of Discipleship. “An abstract Christology, a doctrinal 

system, a general religious knowledge ... render discipleship superfluous ....” 

Bonhoeffer continued, “With an abstract idea, it is possible to enter into a relation of formal 

knowledge, to become enthusiastic about it, and perhaps even to put it into practice; but it can never 

be followed in personal obedience. Christianity without the living Christ is inevitably Christianity  

without discipleship, and Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” 

  

 

Following the ‘Perfect Fool’ 
 
Theologian Frederick Buechner, who died at age 96 in 2022, explored how the “foolishness of 

God” (see 1 Corinthians 1:25) compares to human wisdom. He pondered the safety stickers that 

warn, “The life you save may be your own.” 

“That is the wisdom of [humans] in a nutshell,” wrote Buechner. “What God says, on the other hand, 

is ‘The life you save is the life you lose.’ In other words, the life you clutch, hoard, guard and play 

safe with is in the end a life worth little to anybody, including yourself, and only a life given away for 

love’s sake is a life worth living.” 

Buechner continued, “To bring his point home, God shows us a man who gave his life away to the 

extent of dying a national disgrace without a penny in the bank or a friend to his name. In terms of 

[human] wisdom, he was a Perfect Fool, and anybody who thinks [they] can follow him without 

[being] something like the same kind of a fool … is laboring under not a cross but a delusion.” 

 

* * * 

(Continued from page 1.) 

STAFF TIME AWAY IN MAY/JUNE  
 

Amy Kreiger, Administrative Assistant/Treasurer, has jury duty the week of 

May 8.  Since it is unknown which days she may be called to serve, we ask 

that you submit any and all prayer requests to Pastor Jensen that week. 

Pastor Jensen, Lead Pastor, will be serving at Camp Hope from Saturday, 

June 1 through Friday, June 7.  Please plan accordingly. 
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Pastor Jensen will soon be wrapping up the message series, “I Will.” The series 

will go through Ascension and Pentecost Sundays and wrap up in June  

during our Graduate Recognition Sunday on June 9.   Below is the tentative  

remaining “I Will” series schedule. 

 

Apr. 28    “I Will Build My Church”    Matthew 16:13-20  

May 5    “I Will Raise Him Up”    John 6:41-59 

May 12 (Ascension Sun.) “I Will Be With You a Little Longer”  John 7:32-52   

May 19 (Pentecost Sun.) “I Will Ask the Father; I Will Come to You” John 14:15-30 

June 9   “I Will Give You a Mouth and Wisdom”  Luke 21:5-18 

ECOG’s Old Chairs Are Headed to Mechanicsburg and West Africa!! 
 
Earlier this year, the Administrative Board decided to purchase new folding chairs for the  

Fellowship Hall.  To avoid having to switch out the padded chairs with the metal folding chairs for 

various events, the decision was made to purchase 140 padded folding chairs.  A few donors who 

wish to remain anonymous paid for the new chairs.  No funds needed to be used from the General 

Fund.  In order to make room for the new chairs and since many of the old chairs are no longer 

needed, the Board voted to gift another church or ministry with 40 of our padded chairs and 130 of 

our metal folding chairs. 

 

The Mechanicsburg First Church of God asked for the 40 padded chairs.  Mechanicsburg has a 

large classroom whose chairs are in disrepair.  Our padded chairs will be used to replace them.  

We are delighted that one of our sister churches can make use of our padded chairs! 

 

Churches of God pastor and military chaplain, Brent Mangus asked for the 130 metal chairs on  

behalf of one of his colleagues, Chaplain Edward Fornah.  Several years ago, Chaplain Edward 

emigrated from Sierra Leone in West Africa and became a chaplain in the United States Army.  In 

addition to serving as an army chaplain, Edward works tirelessly supporting a church planting 

movement back home in Sierra Leone.  Chaplain Edward has been collecting tables, chairs,  

lecterns, sound systems and other items useful for church planting.  He started out storing  

everything in Brent’s basement but ran out of room.  Now he's putting everything in a storage  

facility near Waynesboro, PA.  This August, all these items will be loaded onto a ship in Baltimore 

and sent to Sierra Leone.  A generous Christian donor is paying for the shipping.  Chaplains Brent 

and Edward came to ECOG in late March, loaded 130 of our metal chairs onto a box truck and 

took them to that storage facility in Waynesboro where they await shipment to Sierra Leone along 

with all the other collected items.  So, our metal chairs are headed to a church planting ministry in 

Sierra Leone, West Africa! 

 

We thank God for the generosity of the anonymous donors who paid for ECOG’s new padded  

folding chairs.  We are also grateful for the opportunity to gift our old chairs to a local sister church 

and a church planting effort all the way over in West Africa!  To God be the glory! 
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LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

TUESDAYS at 10:00 AM 

Lower Level Fellowship Hall 

 
Pat Watson will continue leading the study titled: 

TASTE AND SEE 

Join us on an unforgettable culinary adventure through the Bible using video and a study from 
Margaret Feinberg, one of America’s beloved Bible teachers. You are invited to the table! Come 
check it out!  All ladies are invited to attend each Tuesday at 10:00 AM in the lower level of the 
church. 

May 21st will be the last meeting of the season.  Watch for information in the August edition of 
The Sonshine News for when Ladies Bible Study will resume. 

For more information contact Kay Liddick (717-732-5064 or denkaylid@msn.com) or Pat Watson 
(717-979-0219 or pwatson4@verizon.net). 

An updated Church Directory 

will be available soon! 

 

Please take time to check your family  

information in the current directory and email the secretary at 

mzahora@enolacog.com with any changes by May 5th. 

Men ’s  Ministry  Breakfast  

Our next meeting will be: 

Saturday, May 4 

8:00 am - 9:00 am 

Fellowship Hall 

For more information, contact Dan Marrow. 

mailto:denkaylid@msn.com
mailto:pwatson4@verizon.net
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May 3, 2024 @ 10 AM 
Middletown Church of God 

245 West High Street 

Middletown, PA  17057 

 

PROGRAM -  

Michael Wayne Smith 

Michael is a Christian singer / songwriter from Oak Ridge, TN. 
He has been traveling in ministry with his family since 2009 
proclaiming the love of Christ through his music. Growing up, 
Michael was influenced by different styles of music, but his  
primary interest has always been southern / country gospel. 
This is evident when you hear his songs like “Everything’s  
Fine”, “Until The Storm Is Over”, or “This Too Shall Pass”. As 
you listen to him sing, you know the songs are coming from the 
heart of someone who has experienced trials just like anyone 
else. His latest radio single “My God Can Do Anything”  
reminds us that in troubled times, we are not to underestimate 
what God can do! Please plan to come for some food and fun 
and to hear Michael Wayne Smith. You will experience music 
that not only lifts your spirit, but will draw you into God’s  
presence. His songs come from his heart and will find their 
way into yours!  

 

Please give or send your Spring Fling registration, along with your 
money to our church contact person, Liz Swope, by April 17.  Liz will 
then send all registrations and monies to the treasurer, Larry Welker.  

Cost is $15.00 for Lunch & Concert 

(NO REFUNDS) 

2024 Adult Fellowship MEMBERSHIP 

JUST A REMINDER - There are no membership fees for Adult Fellowship.  
The Spring Fling and Fall Festival of Music (October 4) have a cost and 
they put out donation containers at all the functions. 

Directions:  Take PA-283 E to the N. Union St. exit toward 
Fulling Mill Road and turn right onto N. Union St. (N. Union 
St. is also Rt. 441.)  Follow N. Union St. to W. High St.  
W. High St. is just a little past Peters Avenue.  Turn right 
onto W. High St. and 245 W. High St. will be on the right.  
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All mothers present at the 8:00 am and 

10:30 am Sanctuary worship services on 

May 12 will receive a small gift in their  

honor.  Come out to Enola First Church of 

God on Mothers’ Day and be blessed! 

BABY BOTTLE BLESSING  

Pick up a Bottle Mother’s Day and Return it Father’s Day 

This spring, ECOG will be partnering with Morning Star Pregnancy Services 

in Harrisburg, PA by hosting a “Baby Bottle Blessing.”  Morning Star offers 

free and confidential services to women including pregnancy testing, STD 

testing and treatment, limited ultrasound exams, confidential options coun-

seling, abortion education, material support, community referrals, and much 

more.  Morning Star counsels pregnant women who are considering abortion 

to recognize that there is another choice – the choice of life.  In 2023,  

Morning Star provided more pregnancy tests and more ultrasounds 

than ever before, and a record number of moms chose Life for their babies!  

(1,712 ultrasounds provided, 3,551 client visits, 2,361 students reached, over 5,000 baby 

supplies given to families who needed help, and 686 lives saved).  Empty baby bottles will 

be available for pick up on Mother’s Day, May 12 at the 8:00 and 10:30 AM Worship Services.  

Feel free to fill a bottle with loose change, cash or a check to support Morning Star.  Envelopes 

will be available indicating how you can give without having to take a bottle.  We will collect 

filled bottles on Father’s Day, June 16 and return them to Morning Star.  Please consider  

supporting this very worthwhile ministry that is striving to create a culture of life. 

10 % off 
 

Just mention “Enola First Church of God” 

to get your discount! 

Exp. 12-31-24 
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WHEN: May 20 

TIME: 7:00 PM 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall 

WHO: All Women and young ladies’ 
grades 7-12 

The acronym S.I.S.T.E.R.S. stands for  

SUPPORT, INSPIRE, SERVE, TEACH,  

ENCOURAGE, RESPECT AND SHARE. 

Join us for Bible study!  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to call Crystal 

Hammond at 717-557-1842. 

Meet & Mingle Luncheon 

Sunday, May 19, 2024 

11:45 am 

 

Join us in Fellowship Hall immediately following the late worship service on 

May 19 for a Meet and Mingle Luncheon.  Fried chicken and Sandwiches will 

be provided.  Please bring a covered dish (side dish or dessert) to share as  

follows.  Last name begins with: 

A to G: Dessert 

H to S: Salad (fruit or vegetable) 

T to Z: Side Dish (baked beans, potato salad, baked macaroni, pasta, etc.) 

 

Remember to put your name on your dish to ensure it ’s return. 
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Don’t Miss the Boat………  

REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN !! 

So grab your bags and come aboard… 

I hope you have registered.......if not, ask your parent/ guardian 

to swing over to their device & register online now!!!! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

JUNE 23 rd –  27th     6:00-8:30 pm  

Ages 4 -  6th Grade  

Register online @ www.enolacog.com (preferred way) 

(or via paper form included with this newsletter - additional 

forms are available at the church) 

Hope to see you there !!!! 



Page 12 VOLUME 18, ISSUE 5  

Join us for snacks, beverages and Christian entertainment 
in an informal atmosphere!  A freewill offering will be taken.  

Bring a friend and your favorite dessert. 
(Suggestions:  chips, pretzels, dip, cookies, brownies, pie, 
or whatever delicious food that you would like to share.) 

Featuring: 

R a l p h  S ton er  

Music from the 60's until Now !  

Folk, Rock, Country, Pop, Gospel 

May 24 @ 7 pm 

 

Next screening:  MAY 26 

Blood Pressure Screenings are typically held on the last Sunday of 

each month in the Upper Room immediately after the 8 am service and 

at 10:15 am.  If any health care professionals or students are interested 

in helping, please see or contact Pat Watson at pwatson4@verizon.net. 

mailto:pwatson4@verizon.net
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On May 26, we will hold a service of remembrance at the 
8:00 am and 10:30 am worship services.  Everyone will be 
invited to present a flower in memory of a loved one(s).  
You may cut fresh flowers from your garden or purchase 
some.  Those presenting a flower will be invited to publicly 
memorialize their loved one(s) in front of the church and 
place their flower in a vase on the Ordinance Table. 

WEAR RED ON MAY 19 – PENTECOST SUNDAY! 

May 19 is Pentecost Sunday; the day that Christians traditionally  
recognize as the Birthday of the Church.  The Holy Spirit came into 
the world in a new way on Pentecost and we as Christians celebrate 
that He comes to live in every believer who proclaims Jesus as Sav-
ior and Lord.  It has become the custom of the Christian church to  
commemorate Pentecost with the color red; it serves as a reminder 
of the Holy Spirit appearing as cloven tongues of fire that sat upon the believers 
gathered together on that day.  Accordingly, the paraments on the pulpit and  
ordinance table will be red on May 19.  In commemoration of Pentecost, we are 
inviting everyone to wear red apparel at the 8:00 and 10:30 am services on 
May 19.  Red shirts and red ties are appropriate for men.  Ladies may wear a red 
dress, red skirt and/or a red blouse. 

The sermon from a given Sunday will be available on the web by 
the following Wednesday afternoon.  Visit our website at 
www.enolacog.com ,  click on the “Message.” box at the top of the 
home page.  

http://www.enolacog.com/
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ECOG is on Facebook! 

Go onto Enola First Church of 

God’s Facebook page and let 

the world know that you “like” it!  

By the way, if you’re not on  

Facebook, you can still check 

out the church’s page. 

Help us make this YOUR newsletter!  People 
like to see events being planned and also hear 
about things that have happened.  Please submit 
any articles to Marilyn, the Church Secretary via 
email at mzahora@enolacog.com, by the 15th 
of  each month .  Thank you! 

Support New Hope  

Ministries and Celebrate 

Christmas in July! 

New Hope Ministries has asked us to focus on 

gifts for TEENS. 

Please take one or more stars ornaments from the tree at the church. Purchase the item 

with a teen focus. Attach the ornament to the gift. (Please do not wrap the gift.) Place the 

gift in the bins provided upstairs and downstairs at the church.   Thank you so much for 

your support. 

 

Please contact Julia Imboden (717-798-5207) or juliarose.imboden@gmail.com if you have 

any questions.  

mailto:juliarose.imboden@gmail.com
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Meals Ministry Available 

The Lamplighters are pleased to offer a Meals Ministry.  Thanks to all of 

our volunteers who make this possible!  We appreciate your willingness 

to help our church members in need!  If you would like to volunteer, 

please sign up at “Sign-Up Central”. 

If you are ill, recovering from a surgery or debilitating illness, or other challenging  

circumstance, please contact the church office at 717-732-4253 to request this service.  We will 

reach out and schedule your meal delivery.  This will likely be every other day for a set period 

of time.  If you are ill with a contagious condition like Covid or Flu, we will need to leave food in 

a safe manner at the door.  A request form can be downloaded from our website at 

enolacog.com/meals-ministry.  For more detailed information, please contact Pat Watson at 

717-979-0219 (text or call) or email pwatson4@verizon.net.   

~ Sa nc tuary  Fl owe rs  ~  

To place flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or in memory of someone on a  

given Sunday, please sign up on the chart located on the wall in the Living 

Room (near the elevator).  The cost is $35.50 per vase.  Your payment can then 

be put in an envelope and dropped in an offering box.  The Secretary will order 

flowers for the Sunday indicated.  You are welcome to take them home after that 

Sunday’s services. 

PRAYER SERVICES 

Prayer services are scheduled to continue Sunday evenings.  
They are held in the Chapel for the purpose of praying for the 
purpose, vision, and ministries of the Enola First Church of God 
along with the needs of those joining for prayer.  On many  
Sunday evenings, you can join in by Zoom.  The ministry is  

coordinated by the Elders with various gifted teachers within the church serving as  
devotional leaders at each service.  Looking ahead, prayer Services will be held most  
Sunday evenings except for holiday weekends and when other events are scheduled.  Log 
onto our online calendar at www.enolacog.com to see if a Prayer Service will be held on a 
given Sunday evening.  Remember, “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.”  (James 5:16) 

mailto:pwatson4@verizon.net
http://www.enolacog.com


Page 16 VOLUME 18, ISSUE 5  

DATE OFFERING BUILDING FUND 

03-31-24 $7,460.37 $88.00 

04-07-24 $6,528.49 $370.00 

04-14-24 $5,018.00 $35.00 

04-21-24 $6,740.32 $13.00 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS SUMMARY 

General Fund Status 

March 2024 Year to Date 

Income $36,761.00 $82,748.00 

Expenses $26,139.00 $77,594.00 

Online Tithing is Available 

More and more of  our members are using online bill paying these days  
instead of  traditional check writing.  To support this trend, our Stewards 
team made possible the availability of  tithing using an Internet application 
or a mobile device via Vanco. 

Information and instructions about online giving has been posted to our 
Enola COG website.   Questions on online tithing can be directed to our 
Treasurer, Amy Kreiger.  Thank you. 

OFFERING PLATE CHANGE 

Please be aware that those of you who place money in the offering 

plates at the back of the sanctuary during the Sunday school hour 

will need to either place it in one of the metal wall boxes in the entry 

way (upstairs and downstairs) or hold it until the greeters arrive for 

the 10:30 service.  The offering plates will be turned upside down to 

remind you to place it in one of the metal wall boxes.  The greeters will turn the plates 

over to receive offering.  The change is being requested by the Administrative Board.  

Thank you! 
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For more information or a brochure, visit our Camp YoliJwa Bulletin Board  
located in the Fellowship Hall in the Lower Level of  the Church.  
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UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP ACTIVIT IES/EVENTS:  
 
June 23-27:  VBS at ECOG (It is mandatory that all mission team members in the area serve at our 
VBS.  Please contact Miss Dawn to sign-up.) 
  
Saturday, June 29:  (Fellowship Hall) 

1-3 pm--Boot Camp Training (Mandatory for all of those participating in the mission trip) 
3 pm--Mission Trip Parents' Meeting (Mandatory for the team member and at least one parent) 

 

Sunday, July 14:  Commissioning of the Mission Team at the 10:30 service 
 

July 20-27, 2024 — Youth Mission Trip to Hooghan Nizhoni, NM. 
  
Sunday, August 4 — Mission Trip Recap Services and Reunion Lunch (All mission team members 
in the area must arrive by 7:45 a.m., as we will present at both the 8 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m.  
services.) 

All youth and parents are encouraged to see one of the Youth Service Team members if you 

have questions.  They are:  Joe & Jill Kilker, Sherrie Kauffman, Elizabeth Dreibelbis and 

Diana Bridges. 

The 412 Youth is a vibrant, active group that meets each 
Wednesday evening from 7-8 pm, September through 
May.  We also meet throughout the year for various  
activities and exciting events!  Bring your friends! 
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1 Pat Castanos 

Crystal Hammond 

2 Emma Leo 

3 Joni Wolfe 

4 Jarrod Leo 

7 Linda Freeman 

10 Ron Brown 

18 Tristan Ensminger 

21 Lloyd Freeman 

Marshall Reed 

24 Grace Simmons 

26 Karen Umholtz 

28 Ernie Carr 

11 Greg & Cindy Mostoller 

12 Jeff & Lisa Lynch 

18 Bud & Marlene Whitaker 

NOTE:  If you have any birthdays or 

anniversaries that we may have missed 

or if your birthday or anniversary is 

incorrect, please notify Marilyn Zahora at 

717-732-4253 or via e-mail at  

mzahora@enolacog.com. 

Thank you! 
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